Cumberland Basin Redevelopment. 

The Cumberland Basin is an area owned by Bristol Council  who  now refer to it as ‘Western Harbour’. The redevelopment proposal ( the  draft Masterplan) was on view on Saturday 1st March at Underfall Yard, along with the chance to meet representatives of those involved from the Regeneration Dept of  Bristol Council and master-planning architects from LDS architects.  
There was also a film/video illustrating the proposed changes. 
https://youtu.be/GVl1Fjb7-_k?si=9CisbPggee7yrWGo

	The film points out the importance of the areas marine engineering heritage, and has some positive proposals : more pedestrian and cycle paths and new bridge/ tree planting/ retaining Ashton Meadows as rural open space/ new flood defences/ removal of some of the complex road network to create space for other uses.
	 But it is essentially a housing proposal, and in the film, housing is shown as high-density blocks of flats sited very close together, crowding every available dockside space and reminiscent of soulless  soviet style housing from the  1970s. 
The only two things seemingly decided for housing are :
	Height restriction, no higher than the 3 bonded warehouses.
	Density:  homes for between 750 and 1200 homes ( reduced from 3000).
The team were at pains to say this was merely for illustration and  the form and shape of the housing is yet to be determined, including considerations of viability, sustainability, biodiversity, social housing  mix. Whilst there is a pressing need for new housing in the city , is this an appropriate site for such high density ? Is cramming in as many ‘units’ as possible the only way to make the whole proposal ‘viable’?

Despite the dominance of the flyover complex, this is a unique waterside area with spectacular views of the Avon Gorge, Suspension Bridge,  the terraces of both Clifton and Cliftonwood, and the expanse of water of the floating harbour. It is a great opportunity to transform a neglected industrial cityscape into a vibrant and  creative area that is both a flourishing neighbourhood and a strong visitor attraction. As such it demands outstanding architectural input, and not the bland mediocrity that has  sadly blighted so much of this city, including  some  dockside areas.  There are plenty of award-winning precedents. We need to see them here.   

The draft master plan is also on view at the Create Centre. 
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